184                     ERNEST  RENAN                   CHAP.
Quadi! O Sarmatians! I have found at last some people more stupid than you !"
An account of the manner in which various forms of Gnostic and Montanist heresy found their way from the Asiatic birthplace of the Christians of the Rhone carries us naturally on to the frightful story of the martyrs of Lyons.1
No better agent could have been found for restoring the Church of Lyons than the excellent Irenasus, who was probably the author of the letter, describing the persecution, to the Churches of Asia. Renan thinks that he was inferior to Justin in his grasp of philosophy; but he was much more orthodox, and left a deeper trace in Christian theology. In strong contrast with him were the able controversialist Celsus and his friend Lucian, the first partially, the second entirely, rejecting the supernatural. The whole of the twenty-first chapter is given to them, as is the twenty-second to Minucius Felix and other Apologists.
Meantime, in spite of all persecutions, and in spite of the small immediate effect produced by
1 That city has, almost down to our own times, brought into the sharpest antagonism all that is best and worst in human nature. See the memoirs of Mile, des Echerolles, published under the title of Unefamillc noble sous la Terreur, itself a very remarkable book, which was turned by the genius of Lady Georgiana Fullerton into a novel of extraordinary beauty, to which she gave the name of A Will anA. a Wav.